
Know the facts

You want a healthy sofa, free of all toxins that an impact your family.  But nearly all couches available contain at least one of five different toxic chemicals linked to 

cancer or neurodevelopmental and fertility problems. And it can be confusing to navigate the array of green claims and definitions. So how do you get clear on what 

really matters and ensure the furniture you choose is truly healthy?  The table below offers a summary of the most important toxicity concerns and suggests what to 

look for.  Naturally, every EcoBalanza sofa is 100% toxin free.
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Common toxins What to ask for We deliver
Chemical flame retardants (CFRs)
Most upholstered furniture in homes today contains toxic chemicals including polybrominated diphenyl  or 

PBDE which are linked to serious health problems including lower IQ scores, attention deficit hyperactivity 

disorder, and thyroid disorders. There is much evidence to suggest that CFRs are ineffective in preventing 

furniture fires. For more on CFRs, consult this NRDC resource. 

Organic cotton upholstery with organic 

wool batting.  Wool in its natural state 

inhibits the spread of flames. 

Petrochemical foam
Usually treated with CFRs because flexible polyurethane foam is still highly flammable and will burn fast and 

hot and emit toxic fumes. This is why if you choose to buy a petrochemical foam sofa that has not been 

treated with CFRs, it is critical to ensure that it is protected with some other from of flame retardant like 

wool.

Cushion foam made from organic, tree-

based latex. This naturally derived foam 

does not off-gas toxins.

Formaldehyde-treated pressboard frames
Formaldehyde can cause irritation of the skin, eyes, nose, and throat. High levels of exposure may cause 

some types of cancers. For more, consult this EPA resource. 

Frames made of FSC-certified solid wood.  

This wood is free of formaldehyde.  

High VOC finishes
Commonly used furniture paints, varnishes, and wax all contain organic solvents that release volatile organic 

compounds (VOC), a source of indoor air pollution that can lead to health impacts including eye and throat 

irritation, headaches, and damage to the liver and nervous system as well as cancer. For more, consult this 

EPA resource.

0% VOC finishes

Petrochemical adhesives
Many non water-based glues use harmful petrochemical-based solvents that present environmental risks 

both during manufacturing and disposal. In use, these glues release dangerous VOCs that contribute to the 

degradation of indoor air quality.

Natural adhesives

http://www.ecobalanza.com/
http://www.ecobalanza.com/
http://www.nrdc.org/health/flame-retardants/toxic-couch.asp
http://www.epa.gov/iaq/formaldehyde.html
http://www.epa.gov/iaq/voc.html

